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PASS AGRICULTURE 

E.O. 11562: N/A 

TAGS: EAGR/FR, ETRD, EC 

SUBJECT: EC PROPOSAL FOR VEG OIL TAX 

REF: EC BRUSSELS 11860 

1 . PER SUGGESTION REFTEL WE DISCUSSED WITH RAVEL OF 
MINAG PROPOSED TAX ON VEGETABLE AND MARINE EDIBLE OILS 
TO BE DISCUSSED AT FORTHCOMING EC AGRICULTURAL COUNCIL 
MEETING. WE REMINDED HIM OF PREVIOUSLY NOTED U.S. OPPO- 
SITION TO TAX. RAVEL SAID MINAG WAS WELL AWARE OF U.S. 
POSITION. HE ADDED THAT HE UNDERSTOOD PROPOSALS DID NOT 
STAND GREAT CHANCE OF APPROVAL. THAT FRANCE HAD A 
"RESERVED" POSITION ON THIS ISSUE, AND THAT "COGNAC 
DECISION DID NOT HELP ON THIS MATTER". HE DID NOT 
ELABORATE ON FINAL POINT. 
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